
Samuel S. Sharpe, Esq.

7437 9th Street, N.W.                                                               (202) 621-7961

Washington, DC 20012-1701

January 4, 2011

HAND-DELIVERED

__________________________

Acting Director

D.C. Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

1100 4th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20024

Re: Request That You Stay DCRA’s Determination in Its December 16, 2010

      Letter Approving the Issuance of a Pawnbroker License to Famous Pawn, Inc

Dear Mr. Majett:

On this date, I as the attorney for ANC 4B, filed a Notice of Appeal with the D.C. Office of Administrative Hearings appealing the subject determination. 

Pursuant to the D.C. Office of Administrative Hearings Rule 1 DCMR 2903.2, I am requesting that you forthwith stay the effect of DCRA’s determination in its December 16, 2010 letter approving the issuance of a pawnbroker license to Famous Pawn, Inc. over the opposition of ANC 4B. This request is being made for the following reasons:

1.
DCRA breached the duty imposed upon it by statutory law Predatory Pawnbroker 
Regulation and Community Notification Temporary Act of 2010 and Court 
decisions to give “great weight” to the comments, recommendations or 
position presented to it by ANC 4B on the question of whether the agency should 
issue the pawnbroker license Famous Pawn applied for. Additionally, the 
determination does not define “great weight” thereby making it impossible to 
discern whether DCRA applied the correct statutory and legal review standard.

 2.
Due to the agency’s prior involvement in litigation with Ward 4 residents in a 
related case (D.C. Superior Court Case No. 002262-10 R(RP), a conflict of 
interest existed with DCRA deciding the issue between the parties; thus, DCRA 
should have recused or disqualified itself from deciding the case as requested in 
ANC 4B’s letter dated July 12, 2010, to the Mayor and DCRA.    

3.
DCRA, in its administration of the subject case, failed to provide ANC 4B with 
procedural due process by not, among other things, (a) providing ANC 4B with a 
copy of Famous Pawn’s response to ANC 4B’s submission and giving ANC 4B 
an opportunity to reply to the response, (b) establishing or adopting procedural 
and evidentiary rules that would apply to the  presentation of witnesses and other 
supporting evidence.

4.
All evidence presented by ANC 4B is not mentioned or evaluated in the 
determination resulting in findings that are not supported by the record.

5.
The conclusions reached in the determination are not supported by substantial 
evidence and do not follow the findings that were made.

6.
DCRA’s determination was prepared and issued by its employee, Harold B. 
Pettigrew, Jr., Administrator, Business and Professional License Administration, 
who possessed no formal legal or adjudicatory training at the time he issued the 
determination. 

7.
Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law inasmuch as the losses, damages and 


injuries the business and residential community surrounding the proposed    


pawnshop site will suffer cannot be calculated in monetary terms. 

8.
ANC 4B will suffer irreparable harm if a stay is not granted as sought herein as 
the business and residential community surrounding the proposed pawnbroker site 
will experience an increase in crime, loss of peace and tranquility, loss of existing 
businesses and loss of potential businesses.

9.
ANC 4B is likely to succeed on the merits of its position because DCRA’s 
determination is materially and substantially flawed as noted herein.

10.
The public interest favors granting ANC 4B’s stay request as it would be a  
positive act assuring citizens that the ANC established by law to act on their 


behalf will be fairly respected and heard. 

11.
Granting the stay request will not harm Famous Pawn 

 Accordingly, ANC 4B requests that DCRA immediately stay the effectivity of the pawnbroker license application approved for Famous Pawn in its letter dated December 16, 2010 to ANC 4B. 

Sincerely,

_______________________________

Samuel Sharpe, Esq. #155150

7437 9TH Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20012

(202) 621-7961

Attorney for ANC 4B

Copy hand-delivered to:

Roderic L. Woodson, Esq.

Holland & Knight LLP

1099 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20006

Attorney for Famous Pawn, Inc.


